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Vocation at BHMA: Empowering Students & Encouraging Workplace Inclusion

With a hard-earned paycheck in
hand, BHMA LIVE member
Brian Krutzler breaks out into
a wide smile as he poses to
mark the moment. Vocational
Advisor Melina Garro-Duplisea
captures Krutzler’s excitement
and is moved by the significance
of the achievement herself.
As she says, “it is rewarding
to see students feel successful
when they receive their first
paycheck”  Participating in
paid work is an important part
of becoming independent and
it instills in our individuals
a sense of self-worth. Every
check  bolsters

LIVE MEMBER BriaNn KRUZTLER HOLDING
A PAYCHECK

students’ confidence and is a testament to the efforts of BHMA’s Vocation

subsequent

Department. Officially established in the fall of 2017, the Departments
primary goals are for students to explore vocational opportunities, find
paid employmentsuited to their interests and abilities, and feel empowered
like Krutzler. In doing this, our individuals are fostering inclusion in the
workforce for people with intellectual and developmental disabilities.

Vocation is woven throughout BHMAs programming, helping
students develop job skills in engaging and creative ways. The Two
Year Certificate Program lays the foundation—in the first year, students
participate in weekly internship rotations at local nonprofits, followed by
group music performances at area nursing homes as part of the second-year
Music & Human Services seminar. These experiences help our individuals
identify where their strengths and interests lie as they practice working
as a team and using appropriate social skills. In the LIVE Program, the
Vocation Department expands on students’ vocational training in more
individualized and in-depth ways through its three track options: art,
music, and general vocation. Students can make original works of art,
perform gigs with a band, or work in the community—the underlying
objective is to provide innovative choices for our individuals to pursue
meaningful, paid employment. This customizable approach allows
students to grow their independence on their own terms.

Vocation Director Andy Anderson believes our individuals “have a strong
desire to prove themselves as contributing members of society and a
growing workforce,” an idea that is central to the Departments efforts
to establish general vocation opportunities for students beyond BHMA.
Vocation staff members like Garro-Duplisea teach the basics of searching
and applying for a job, such as how to write a resume and respond to
interview questions, and also strategize with students to find them the
most suitable line of work. Going through the pre-vocational training
process helps match students to one or more of the thirteen community
worksites, places like Serenity Yoga at the South Hadley Commons. Each
month, student workers Matt Allen, Jen Barrett, Mario Bonavita, and
Stephen Gordon get hands-on experience by helping to maintain the
yoga studio. Serenity Yoga Director Michele Lyman calls their service
“invaluable to the business,” and enjoys passing on lessons to the
students by sharing her expectations as the employer, offering feedback
on their performance, and answering any questions they may have. These
opportunities help our individuals widen their knowledge base and their
sense of accomplishment.

From Ledges Golf Club and T] Maxx, to Rock Valley Tool and the
Eric Carle Museum, BHMA students are employed in a variety of
businesses around the area. These mutually beneficial partnerships forged
by the Vocation Department are of great significance to our program, but
they have larger 1mphcat10ns as well. Students take pride in knowing
o= they are making important
contributions to the community
through their services. Perhaps
more importantly, however, they
are raising visibility, promoting
acceptance, and  changing
perceptions of people with
intellectual and developmental
disabilities. Lyman recognizes
the power in this, writing, “I
am so blessed to be part of
BHMA students’ journey toward
inclusion in the workforce.”

Paid employment propels our
individuals to a more independent,
fulfilling life, while bringing forth

LIVE MEMBER JOEY GAGNON AT SERENITY YoGgA Il increasingly equitable SOCiCty.



A Message from BHMA

Amazing work is done every day at BHMA.

In July, we welcomed Frank Orlando as the new Chair of the Board of Trustees. Frank has
been a Trustee since 2013, was Treasurer for four years, and served as interim Executive
Director prior to that. Frank has brought a tremendous amount of business acumen,
strategic leadership, and passion for BHMA to his new role. He will play an integral role
as we move forward with many exciting initiatives to advance our mission and services.

BHMA will soon have a new look! This fall, we engaged the services of a marketing and
branding agency to assess our logo, website, and other marketing materials to generate a
fresh, more modern look. The process involves our board, committee members, parents,
and other community stakeholders to assist us in gaining feedback on how BHMA is
perceived. Stay tuned for the reveal of our new logo and look just in time for the 20th
anniversary of our incorporation!

BHMA continues to grow in so many inspiring and creative ways. Our Vocational Art
initiative, the Ascending Artist Program, will soon have a new location off campus, allowing
students to create more pieces of art, note cards, ceramics, and other items to sell and earn
an income for their talents. We are also partnering with local companies and businesses

to employ our individuals in new settings. Our musicians continue to share their gifts in
the local area, across New England, and beyond. The evenings and weekends are filled with
activities, clubs, and events to strengthen integration into our community.

The gains made by our individuals have been made possible by the remarkable support of
our incredible donors! We are lucky to have you supporting our mission and continuing
to believe we can all do more. In September, we honored the donors who participated at

a leadership level in our Building our Future campaign with a donor wall unveiling at the
Bernon Music Center. It was a lovely ceremony allowing donors to see their names on the
wall, tour the building, and enjoy refreshments, music, and camaraderie.

Thank you! Your generosity throughout the year provides us with the resources needed to
develop new programs to meet the ever-changing needs of our individuals, to train and
foster the professional growth of our staff, and to make an impact in the lives of individuals
with ID/DD. We appreciate your continued support and giving!

With much gratitude,

Michelle N. Theroux

Executive Director
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Frank Orlando
Chair of the Board
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USING MUSIC TO REACH DIFFERENT AUDIENCES: KATHRYN PETERSON'’S LIFE AFTER BHMA

Discovering music opened
a world of possibilities
for Berkshire Hills Music
Academy alumna Kathryn
Peterson. As a child with
cerebral palsy, Peterson, now
38, grew up immersinf herself
in songs and melodies—
singing in church, performing
in  school  productions,
attending Broadway musicals,
and following and judging
American Idol in her living
room. She first learned of
BHMA through her cousin
and was inspired to attend
our Summer Program and
experience it for herself; she then enrolled as a full-time student
and embarked on four years of growth. From 2006 to 2010,
Peterson thrived in our unique atmosphere that welcomed
and nurtured her love of music, while teaching her how to
channel her passion into productive ways. Eight years later, she
is a music facilitator for preschool children in her hometown of
Lynbrook, New York. Peterson credits our program with helping
to pave the way for the rest of her future. “I am so happy that I
went to BHMA,” she says. “If I had not...I would not be doing
what I'm doing today.”

BHMA arumna KaTHRYN PETERSON

Peterson is an active, kind, and thoughtful individual with an
upbeat nature. Though she admits that having cerebral palsy
“can be hard” and s%e “need[s] help with some things, such
as transportation and cooking,” Peterson has always fully
participated in life around her. This is true of her time at
BHMA, where she maximized our program offerings—taking
voice lessons, musical theater, and social skills classes, in addition
to therapeutic horseback riding, Boltwood, Special Olympics,
and Best Buddies. In Peterson’s four years at BHMA, her
independence bloomed as she reached new landmarks, like
living in an apartment, successfully navigating a kitchen, and
practicing public speaking as a member of the marketing team.
Through all of these experiences, Peterson developed genuine
and enduring connections with classmates, staff, Mount Holyoke
students, and her Best Buddy.

BHMA was a significant step in Peterson’s professional
development, one that was tailored to her desire to share
music with others. Led by past Music Instructor Kathryn Lively,
Peterson flourished in our Music & Human Services seminar,

The Abiliry
to Make a
Difference!

Your generous support
for the Annual Fund

will help ensure our
abilities continue to

lead us to greater success
and independence in all
of our lives.

berkshirehills.org/giving

allowing her to create and perform music programs for seniors,
as well as preschool and elementary school children. MHS gave
Peterson an opportunity to learn how to craft lesson plans and
setlists that were specific to the audience, and to implement her
social skills teachings during fieldwork outings. As Director of
Music & Music Vocation Karen Carreira recalls, Peterson, “was
very dedicated and invested in that work.” Another venue that
expanded on the lessons of MHS was her work in the radio booth
at Mount Holyoke College. Peterson hosted her own two-hour
weekly radio show for more than two and a half years—combining
her public speaking skills with her ability to use music to reach
different audiences. She had many local fans that listened, and
her mom Fay would tune in from home. MHS and the radio show
were windows into what Peterson’s future would hold.

Peterson now holds a paid position as a music teacher in
LynbrooKk’s preschool, where she introduces children to the
wonders of music. Similar to MHS, she creates her own lesson
plans by listening for songs the students will enjoy and burning
CDs. Peterson also works on a volunteer basis running a karaoke-
style music program and serving as the official D] for young adults
with developmental disabilities at the local AHRC. The work she
does has a true impact in the lives of those she meets; she is
said to enter the room to cheers and can get one hundred people
dancing. Carreira believes Peterson “found a special niche” while
at BHMA, and states “we are very proud of Kathryn and her
ongoing efforts to use music to help others.”

Eightyearsafter BHMA, Peterson is “very busy and engaged” in life.
She lives in her own apartment in the family home—maintaining
her independence while having a nearby support system.
Our program prepared Peterson for a future that centered
around music, as music has always been the most authentic and
rewarding way for her to
express herself and connect
with others. We “will
forever be grateful for the
part that BHMA played
in making it possible,”
writes Fay. In June 2017,
Peterson and her mom
recurned to campus for
the ribbon cutting of the
Bernon Music Center and
were moved to see BHMA’s
expanded  capacity  to
change the lives of people
like her.

PETERSON SHOPS WITH HER ROOMMATES AT
Bic Y N 2010




MARDI GRAS GALA

—

With beads and masks
strewn atop every
surface, on September
29 Berkshire Hills Music
Academy’s backyard
was transformed into

a scene straight out of
Mardi Gras. Close to
200 revelers arrived

on the bright fall day in
hues of green, purple,
and gold—ready to let
the good times roll for
a worthy cause.

The event was a celebration of BHMA’s students
and its generous supporters. Guests viewed

LIVE member and resident videographer Eman
Tuzman-Eagan’s latest production, “Thank You
from BHMA” as part of the night’s official program.

Featuring the many faces of our growing
community, the video showcased our diverse
offerings and expressed gratitude for those
who have made the dream of BHMA into a
reality. The Troupe then kicked off the evening’s
dancing with an upbeat and lively set that included
a special appearance by Grammy award winning
saxophonist and former BHMA staff member,
Gary Smulyan. With numbers like “Midnight
Special” and “When the Saints Go Marching In,”
they wowed the crowd with the sounds of the
South.

Proceeds from the Mardi Gras Gala help support
and sustain the
operation of our
program. Top
sponsors of the
event were Kay

& Peter Bernon,
Susanna Peyton

& John Campbell,
E Ink Corporation,
Rosemary & Justin
McCormack, and
PeoplesBank.
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Dylan Connolly and Riley Brown’s original Special Olympics soccer team member Connor
artwork was featured at the Holyoke/Chicopee "Ifl)mm son received his medal after the Bandits
DDS office Art Show on November 15 placed third in their final tournament

S
<

In Emotional Wellbeing class, LIVE members
wore cards with different emotions and tried to
guess what it was as the group provided clues

On November 10, more than 100 fans attended
a benefit concert featuring Sullivan Fortner and
Roberta Gambarini, with BHMA's Jazz Trio as the
opening act



Thank You to Our Donors

Donations made 7/1/2017 — 6/30/18

Levels shown represent total giving to all initiatives in the fiscal year. An asterisk (*) signifies a donor’s total

giving includes a new gift or ongoing pledge fulfillment to the prior capital campaign, Building Our Future.

Donors of Distinction
$50,000 and above
Patti & Frank Connor *

Robert K. Kraft *
Thomas H. Lee & Ann Tenenbaum *

$25,000 - $49,999
Kay & Peter Bernon *

$10,000 - $24,999

Karen & Thomas Allen

Carol & Harold Baxter

A. Joan Connor

Bonnie & Donald Dwares *

Cindy & Jeff Leach

Massachusetts Cultural Council
New England Patriots Foundation

Susanna Peyton & John Campbell

$5,000 - $9,999

Anonymous

Susan & Kenneth Ambrecht *
Susan Florence-Smith

Francis J. Connor Charitable Lead
Annuity Trust

Goldman Sachs

Michele & Howard Kessler
Jon & Teri Shipp *
Lauren Steers

Goldberg Family Foundation *

$2,500 - $4,999

Ellen Banner *

Baystate Medical Center

Health New England

Rosemary & Justin McCormack
Peoples Bank

Betsy Scheibel & Paul Boudreau *
The Baupost Group

Laura & Kenneth Wernick *

Gianfranco Zaccai

$1,000 - $2,499
Wendy Banner & Geoftf Wiener
Paul & Alisa Callahan

Kay & William Cameron

Mary & Vinnie Daboul

Michael Fenter

Goldman, Sachs & Co.

Lynn Griesemer & Bryan Harvey
Carol & Richard Ishkanian

Deb Slott & Ken Rivkin

Sandra Nichols

Terutaka Onoda *

Karen & Joseph Phillips

Janie & Jeff Plank

Neil & Anne Schneider

Gilda Slitka

Robert & Kathleen Stansky
Koftler-Bornstein Family Foundation

Bob Wright

$500 - $999
Anonymous (2)
John & Brenna Anz

Bay Path University



Nora & Brian Beger

Caitlin Crowe

Amy Fiorello

Nancy Goldberg

Lisa Golymbieski & Bob Gumbardo
Hehir Group Custom Builders
Kuotai Jack & Jenny Huang
Anne Lopez

Andrea Moriarty

Bob Perry

Probus Club of Worcester
Maria & George E. Roach
Kate Ryan

Brad Swartz

Lori Swartz

Nancy & Bruce Walsh

Webber & Grinnell Insurance

$250 - $499
Christine Altieri
Sonja & Brian Ashe
Maryellen Balise
Kenneth Barr

Betty Ann Blum

John Brzezenski
Nancy Burdine
Joseph Francis Collins
Elizabeth Lampersberger
Ron Leombruno
Sharon & John Libera
Cynthia Libera

Janet Cutler Lincoln *

MicroTek

Terry & Gary Monkaba
Derek Noble

Mark Noonan & Nancy Regan
Frank & Denise Orlando
Dean Packard

Sheila Palandjian

Deb & Doug Roberts

State Street Foundation *

The Yarde Tavern

$100 - $249

Thomas Ackley

Susan Ayd

Joseph & Grace Barone
David & Karen Barrett
Rachel Bijou

Nancy Bozek

Fred Breunig

Kim & Jeff Brown

Cheryl Caira

Karen & Michael Carreira
Angela Chagnon
Dorothea & Robert Cloughley
Jeanine Kelly-Coburn & Frederick
Coburn

Susan Cohen

Charles Collins

Nirvana Conlon

Carol Constant

Joan Daly

Philip Daoust

Maryellen Dinn

Denise Dukette

Barbara Fay & Dale Edmunds
E Patricia Fiorello

Judith Garelick

Mary Graham *

Debra Grzeskowicz

Veronica & Donn Heath
Bryce Hill

Jeffrey Delvy Design and Decoration
Carol Johnson & Russell Miller
Bob Kossowsky

Laura Krutzler

Daniel & Gretchen Labonte
Cynthia Labrecque

Mimi LaCamera

Ladies Ancient Order of Hibernians
Patrick Lagasse & Jennifer Lee
Linda Lariviere

Elizabeth Lathers

Carol & Noel Leary

June Leduc

Lawrence Libera

Robert & Peggy Libera

Jessica Lockwood

Joseph Marois

Kevin McCaffrey

Carrie McGee

David McKinney

Maggie Mercier

Mount Holyoke College *
Mark Nasjleti

Susan O’Brien

Jean & Lawrence Papagni

Stephen Perry



Fay & Mark Peterson

Rita Petithory

Zita & Steve Phillips

Rebecca Phillips *

Pamela Roberts

Christine Schrauf *

Martha Shea & Cornelius Crowley
Adam Shipp

Jeff Siegel

Molly & Forrest Spatcher
Michelle Theroux

Janet Theroux

Lisa & Mark Thompson

Kelly Dawson & Mary Thompson
Kristen Tillona-Baker

Richard Tuck

John & Jackie Tyler

Kristen Wainwright & Richard
Harriman

Richard Walsh

Halina Wiczyk

Joanne & Chris Woodcock

$1 - $99

Sara & Dave Adelizzi

Amazon Services

Ellie Ballard

Barstow’s Dairy Store & Bakery
Laurie Check

Katharine Childs Jones

Susan Crehan-Hostetler *

Elizabeth Currier

Amanda Dalton

Scott Daniels

Leigh Daniels

Phillip De Fremery
Jacqueline Deiana *
Barbara & Seymour Ellin
Kathryn Fiander

Sue & Pierre Gagnon
Mark & Melissa Gaudioso
Arline & Lawrence Heimlich
Rachel Horowitz
Kassandra Jolley

Jan & Steve Krause

Judy Kress

Brian Lapis

Joan Leombruno

Mary Marchesani

Vicky Martins

Karen Morison

Javon Mullings

Kathryn Norris

Shawn & Carlos Ortiz
Shirley & Joe Palardy
Angela Papianou

Steven Payne

Jan Perley

Linda & Thomas Pickreign
Teresa Power Silverman
Ralph Robitaille

Marie Rohan

Janice & David Russell
Adrienne Salmon

Barbara & Evan Salop

Sandra Santoro

Edith Segal

Marilyn Sherman

Emily Soltanoff

Lori Souder & Winston Baldwin
Joann Spinella

Douglas Stanard

State Farm Companies Foundation
Leandra Thompson

Jason Trotta

Everett & Mary Truttman
Rebecca Voorwinde

Judy & Neil Westgate

Emma Woodcock

In-Kind Giving

Ally Montemagni Photography
Ambherst Cinema

Arts Unlimited

Associated Flooring

Atkins Farms

Barrington Stage Company
Barstow Massage and Bodywork
Bay Path University

Berkshire East

Berkshire Theatre Group

Big Y Foods, Inc.

Boston Food Tours

Boston Tea Party Ships & Museum
Children’s Museum of Holyoke
Cinemark

CJC Event Lighting

Class Grass Garden Center



Collective Copies

Cathy Cross, Inc.

D. Hotel & Suites

Mary & Vinnie Daboul
Eastern Mountain Sports
Elements Hot Tub Spa
Food 101

Foxwoods Resort Casino
Richard Green

Jacob’s Pillow Dance
Hannoush Jewelers
Hogan Technology
Holyoke Sporting Goods
Isabella Stewart Gardner Museum
Johnny’s Bar & Grille
Jones Group Realtors
Sharon & John Libera
Lux Bond and Green, Inc.
MASS MoCA

Mohegan Sun

New England Cheesemaking
Supply Company

Norman Rockwell Museum
Tim O’Brien

Peabody Essex Museum
PeoplesBank

Boston Professional Hockey
Association

Elizabeth & James Rossmeisl
Salem Trolley

Serenity Yoga

Springfield Symphony Orchestra
Target

The Hound’s Trumpet

The Preservation Society of
Newport County

The Taste Thai Cuisine

The Yarde Tavern

The Yonamine Co.

Trader Joe’s

Valet Park of America

Walt Disney World
Maryellen Balise

Joseph Fiorello

Mass
Cultural
Council

V

In Honor of

Gifts were made in honor of those
listed below:

Kay Bernon

Tim Connor

John J. Libera III
Andrew L. Lincoln
Ben Monkaba
Emma Pignone
Ilyse Ross

Jack Ryan

Connor Thompson
Emily Webster
Mary Westgate

Michela Zaccai

In Memory of

Gifts were made in memory of
those listed below:

Nathan Carreira

Ruth V. Shipp, Adam Shipp’s

grandmother

BHMA received funds from MCC’s SerHacer grant program.

Name formats were provided by the donor at the time the gift was made, or are as they exist in the donor record.
Donors wishing to be listed differently in future reporting publications may contact John Anz, Director of Develop-
ment, at 413-540-9720 x212. We apologize in advance for any omission or error in our reporting.
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